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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Braunlich et al. 

The patent to Braunlich et al. discloses a card game for two or more players 
comprising at least two decks of cards 20, one for each player. Each deck comprises a 
plurality of cards 22 including a plurality of battle cards 100, a plurality of effect 
indication cards 200, and a plurality of cost payment cards 300. The battle cards 100 
each having at least one attack power and defense power 112 indicated thereon. The 
battle cards also have an indication of additional attack power 110, col. 9, lines 17-30. 
The battle cards also have a symbol 1 14 thereon indicating the cost required to place 
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the battle card on a play field, col. 7, line 66 to col. 8, line 2. The cost payment cards 
300 have a symbol 304 thereon Indicating that each card belongs to one of a plurality of 
category groups. The cost payment cards also have a description 306 thereon 
indicating effect to be brought into play. The effect indication cards have effect 206 
indicated thereon that is brought into play when used. 

In regard to the claimed "that is executed provided that said cost payment is 
fulfilled" in claims 1 , 6, and 9, this statement is considered a game rule. Furthennore, 
the claimed "by fulfilling said cost payment" in claims 5, 8 and 13, the claimed "wherein 

one winning condition is defined value of points of said opposing player" in claim 9, 

lines 18-26, and all of claim 12, lines 1-9, are all considered game rules. In game 
apparatus claims, only the claimed elements having physical structure, (e.g. a plurality 
of battle cards, a plurality of effect indication cards, a plurality of cost payment cards, 
symbol indicating attack power, symbol indicating card belongs to one of a plurality of 
category groups, etc. ) are given patentable weight. Game rules, (e.g. "winning 
condition is defined to reduce opposing player's points...", "additional attack 
power... .that is executed provided that said cost payment is fulfilled", etc.) however, 
have no physical structure per se. Thus, game rules have no limiting affect in game 
apparatus claims. 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The patent application publications to Bramucci, Figs. 2-4 and 
Imhof disclose collectible or trading card games. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin H. Layno whose telephone number is (703) 
308-1815. The examiner can nonnally be reached on Monday-Friday, 1st Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Derris Banks can be reached on (703) 308-1745. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-dlrect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). , 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3712 
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